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No. 27.   To Lieutenant Colonel Blair

Commanding at C H U N A R.

Sir,

IR E Q U E S T that you will use your best endeavours to obtain intelligence
of any parties of the Rajah's Troops at Pateeta, or other places at no greater
distance from Chunar, and, if you should judge it practicable and safe, attempt
to surprize and defeat them by a party from your Garrison. A successful attack,
though trifling in itself, might produce favorable consequences; but I would not
have it made at any risque of miscarriage, and still less if there was the smallest
probability of misfortune. I would be understood only to recommend the mat-
ter to your consideration: The decision must be left to your own judgement
formed upon an intimate knowledge of all circumstances.

A Budgerow having been stopt and plundered, and an European and several
Dandies belonging to it murdered by the Rajah's people at Ramnagur, you will
be pleased to give orders for preventing all boats whatever passing the limits of
your Garrison, either up or down the river.

I am Sir &c.
B A N A R I S

the 20th of August 178L                            WARREN   HASTINGS.

No. 28.   To Lieutenant Colonel Blair

Commanding at C H U N A R.

Sir,

IDES IRE you will order the battalion of Sepoys now at Chunar to cross
the river there, and march directly to this place :   You will please to furnish
them with as much ammunition as the men's pouches will contain.

I conclude that Captain Mayaffre's and Captain Blair's corps have retreated to
Chunar, as I have certain intelligence of that detachment being worsted in an
action with the Rajah's troops. In this case you will be able to spare me the
whole battalion without leaving the fort in any danger; but at any rate send me
as many troops as you possibly can spare.

I am Sir &c.
BANARIS 20th August 1781.

(J past S) o'clock.)                                WARREN   HASTINGS.

No, 29.